Technology evaluation     

Some food for thought:
· Does the software/website offer anything extra that cannot be done in more traditional ways, e.g. with pencil and paper or chalk and talk?

· Do you intend to use the software/website for whole-class teaching, e.g. using a computer plus projector and wall screen / interactive whiteboard?

· Do you intend to use the software/website in a computer lab, i.e. where each learner works at an individual computer?

· How do you intend to integrate the software/website into your teaching?
Try to put yourself in the position of the user.  Just because you happen to dislike learning materials that are different than the style you prefer to learn, don’t assume that they won’t appeal to a disenchanted middle or high-schooler. Technology has been a given in their lifetime.  If we choose appropriate programs that will utilize the skills and potentially the actual tools they can use in a career or industry, they will be ahead of the game!
Software or Website Evaluation Form
	URL of website / Web page:

Questions to ask:

	What is the audience of the language used in the program?

	How is the program started or downloaded?  Can students have individual accounts?  School account?  How can the information be shared?

	Is the user interface easy to understand? (For example, is the screen layout clear and easy to interpret?)

	How do you navigate through the program? Comment on the ease of navigation (for you, for students, for those who are comfortable with technology and those not, for mouse use or for “touch” use.)

	Are icons that are used to assist navigation (e.g. back to the homepage, exit) clear and intelligible?

	Is it always clear to the learner which point s/he has reached in the program?

	What feedback/assistance is the learner offered if s/he gets something wrong or needs help?

	If the learner gets something right purely by chance, can s/he seek an explanation in order to repeat the task?

	Are the grammar and vocab used in the program accurate?  Is it using the proper technical vocabulary for the industry?

	Does the program offer cultural insights?

	If the program includes pictures, are they (a) relevant, (b) an aid to understanding?  How easy is it to download your own pictures within the program?

	If the program includes sound recordings, are they of an adequate quality?

	If the program includes video sequences, are they of an adequate quality?

	If the program includes video sequences, are they (a) relevant, (b) an aid to understanding?

	Is the program relevant to your national / regional / departmental program of study?  Does it complement the role of your course/activity in Career and Technical Education?  Does it enhance your student objectives/goals for the course?


	Does the site contain what you expected, e.g. as indicated in its title or URL?

	Who created the site?

	What are the credentials of the author(s) of the site?

	Who is the site aimed at? Is it, for example, aimed at professionals, students, young learners?

	When was the site created?

	When was the site last updated?

	Is there a contact name or contact address at the site?

	Is the site easy to access and quick to download?

	Is the server on which the site is located up to the job of delivering its content at any time? For example, does access slow down at peak times?

	How easy is it to navigate the site? Can you easily get back to the site homepage?

	Does the site contain useful links to other sites?

	If the site contains links to other sites, do they work and do they contain what you expected?

	If the site contains links to other sites, are they valuable additions or potential distractions?  Are they appropriate for your intended use?

	Does the site contain an appropriate mix of text, images, sound and video?

	How useful is the site for the provision of materials for offline computer-based or paper-based tasks? (In particular, if you have internet or computer access limits at certain times.)

	How easy is it to turn the site contents into useful offline activities? For example, you may wish to download a whole page or selected parts of it for offline use.

	Do you need plug-ins to access certain features of the site, e.g. in order to view certain documents or to play audio and video sequences?

	Is there a copyright or “terms of use” message at the site, indicating clearly any restrictions on the way in which you may use the materials it contains?


Adapted from:  www.ict4lt.org/en/evalform.doc

Now include a brief summary for your classmates:
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