Trimester Class: Housing & Interior Design Lesson Plan
Ames Community School District 

Name: Carol Van Waardhuizen, FCS teacher 


Proposed for:  Ames Middle School
Dates: during the financial literacy unit



Class Time: One- 45 min period
1. What are the instructional objectives for this lesson?                                                   
a) Discuss how homes can be designed according to the activities, wants & needs of the family.                               
b) Discuss the “affluenza” of American housing values (considering the growth of higher expectations for housing and how that adversely impacts the family and society).
What grade level/course expectations (from the curriculum framework) does the objective support?  
From AMS CLE’s (Course Level Expectations) for 8th grade Family & Consumer Sciences:                                 
FCS.8.RM.1—Designs a financial plan using money and financial resources to meet personal financial needs.  (specifically--students will be introduced to housing and interior design).
FCS.8.RM2—Apply decision making skills and goal setting to personal scenarios.

From Iowa Model Standards for Middle School Family & Consumer Sciences:

Standard 11: Integrate knowledge, skills, and practices required for careers in housing and interior design. 

1. Evaluate individual and family needs, safety, space, and technology when making housing and interior design decisions (FCS-

2. Demonstrates competence in using various information sources, including knowledge-based and technical texts, to perform specific tasks (Language Arts)

3. Constructs and interprets charts, tables, and graphs (Mathematics)

4. Uses computers for information processing (Science)

5. Analyzes and evaluates environmental issues (Science)

2. Is this new learning, review learning, or diagnostic?  This is new learning since the students have been discussing budgets through the FEFE “Bean Game”.  The decision making process has also been reviewed during the human development and sexuality unit of this class.  
3. What teaching methods, procedures, and student activities do you plan to use?
-- Anticipatory Set- Can you describe the home you want to have when you graduate from high school and move away from your parents?  Where will it be located and will it be an apartment, house or dorm room?  
-- Develop an Emotional tie to the lesson- Do you have any older siblings who have moved out of your family home?  What did their first place look like?
-- Think-Share-Pair- What steps will you use to make a decision about where you will live?  Who do you think lives in these homes? (photos with worksheet)
--Use a PowerPoint from Utah Education Network entitled “Uniqueness of the Place You Live” at

http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=28771
--Self-evaluation against a rubric- Each student will self-assess and reflect in their on-line FCS journal

4. What techniques will be used to assess and evaluate student achievement?

Discussion and questions during presentations by teacher and after each student presents.  Think-pair share with questions provided on “Who Lives Here?” from UEN lesson plan.  

5. Describe the typical students in this class:
All eighth grade students (approximately 300- divided among 15 sections). Several students need extra support and differentiation to succeed (IEPs/504 modifications).  Most of the students are highly motivated to be in the FCS Exploratory class.
6. What materials are needed for this lesson? 
· PowerPoint developed by Laura Schiers &Megan Wakefield from Utah Education Network entitled “Uniqueness of the Place You Live” at http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=28771  Download powerpoint and worksheet “Who Lives Here?” 
· Living Large statistics from House Beautiful Magazine that compares common housing sizes fifty years ago and now.
· Clips from the AEA video or DVD “Affluenza” or Ted-x presentation:  “Greening the Ghetto” by Majora Carter that address consumer waste and impacts on society.
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Objectives:

1 - Discuss how homes can be designed according to the activities, wants and needs of the family.

Introduction/Pre-Assessment:

Content Outline, Activities and Teaching Strategies

Supplies

Students will be able to recognize how homes can shape the way we live and how
we live can shape our homes based on our wants and needs.

Begin with a class discussion using the PowerPoint. (I provided some of the things
1 talk about with my students in the notes of the various PowerPoint slides)

e Discuss with the students what makes their houses unique or what sets
their house apart from the rest of the houses in their neighborhood or
their friends houses.

» Discuss the quote by Winston Churchill “We shape our buildings, and
then they shape us.” Because of the activities that we are involved in we
shape our houses a certain way but sometimes what kind of house we
have can shape the person we are.

o Discuss Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs. | usually briefly go over this since
| would cover this more in upper grade levels. But | do talk about how our
houses can fill all of our basic needs and wants

Who Lives Here?

| show a couple of images of celebrity homes that they are familiar with. We talk
about what type of activities or what wants or needs that they can recognize in the
room that | am showing.

Who Lives Here? Activity

Students can get in partners or work by themselves. Each partner will need a
worksheet and a picture of a room. | either let them find a room in a magazine or if
that's not available | print out the slides 8-31 for them to use to answer the
questions. (slides 8-31 are from random homes, sometimes they think they are
celebrity homes because of the previous discussion so | just fet them know that)
Depending on time, sometimes | go over the pictures with the whole class and ask
them some of the questions for further discussion

Summary / Evaluation:
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Who Lives Here?

Instructions: Answer the following questions below by referring to the picture provided.
Picture #

1. Who lives here?

2. How old are they?

3. What do they do for a living?

4. What are their hobbies of interest?

5. Do they spend much time here? Why or why not?

6. Can you see outside a window? (If you can't, what do you think might be outside?) What
does that tell you about them?

7. What other information did you learn about them from looking at the picture?
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